SEND at Maidenhill School
Frequently Asked Questions

My child is on a MyPlan/MyPlan+, will they get the same support as they have at Primary School? 
It is likely that your child will notice a big change from Primary to Secondary School.  Firstly, our Learning Support Assistants are not connected to individual classes but follow a timetable which evolves over the year. So, there will not be an LSA in every lesson.   All teachers have access to SEND information during lessons so are able to support according to the requirements of the subject.  Whilst Primary Schools provide us with MyPlans/MyPlans+, some of the support strategies are not always relevant to Secondary School.  As SEND students grow through the school, we would usually expect the level of extra support in place to decrease.  This is to help them enter the adult world as independent and confident young people. Retaining Primary School levels of support will not help them to do this. 

My child has SEND, when can I meet the SENDCO? 
Our SENDCO does not automatically have meetings with parents of children with SEND.  We have a thorough, robust transition process and our feeder primary schools are effective at providing us with relevant information. If there is a need to contact you, we will do so.   In the case of EHCPs this would usually happen as part of an EHCP review (see below).  

I have heard that Maidenhill is really good with SEND children.  Is this true? 
We try our best to enable ALL students to reach their potential.  We are no different from any secondary school in this regard.  Our neighbouring secondary schools have similar approaches to supporting SEND so, our advice is always for any student to go to their most local secondary school.   

My child has an EHCP.  What is the transition process? 
In the case of EHCPs, primary schools alert us early on in the transition process.  If Maidenhill is a ‘preferred setting’, a member of our Learning Support Team will attend review meetings as early as year 5 if appropriate.  A member of the LS team will also contact you in the lead up to transition to secondary school.  The EHCP then transfers to Maidenhill and is reviewed/amended as appropriate 

My child has a specific difficulty (dyslexia, ADHD etc.) What provision does the school provide? 
The answer to this question always depends on the nature and extent of each specific difficulty.  Where specific difficulties are highlighted by primary schools during transition, the information is assessed by the SEND team and shared with staff.  Where specific support is necessary in lessons, teachers will facilitate this.  For example, if a child has dyslexia, teachers may follow a range of strategies such as,  ‘breaking tasks into manageable chunks’ or ‘support with the spelling of key words’.  Additionally, once at Maidenhill, students can be referred to the SEND team if we believe there is an underlying learning difficulty.  This will be assessed by the SEND team and additional support provided if necessary. 
